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Creation 

The mystery of life; the majesty and beauty of mountains, oceans, flowers, and sunsets; the 

massive expanse of the universe with all its galaxies; the intricate design of each molecule; were 

all conceived in a single act that only God could do—“In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of 

the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.” (Gen 1:1-2). Then 

with infinite wisdom and power, God spoke and through a single word created light, sky, land, 

seas, plants of every kind, the sun, moon, and stars; creatures of the sea, birds of the sky, beasts 

of the field all as a display of the magnificence of His glory.  

Yet nothing would compare in significance, nothing would be so precious to the Creator, than 

his final and personal touch to His creation when God said, “Let us make man in our image, 

according to our likeness…” (Gen 1:26). Then the Lord God took dust from the ground and 

formed/fashioned it into the likeness of man to bear God’s own glorious image. And having 

fashioned him by his own hand, He drew ever so near, “breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life, and man became a living being”—body, soul, and mind (Gen 2:7). 

We were created for His glory (Isa 43:7); privileged to bear His image with a living, eternal 

soul, made to intimately commune with Him. In our nearness to God, we would know joy and 

fullness. …And it was very good! 
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Incarnation 

Made to worship God and reflect His glory, man fell short. Adam and Eve’s delight in God was spoiled 

by deception as the serpent came to tempt them with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 

boastful pride of life. “You will be like God, knowing good and evil,” the serpent boasted, “why should 

you be deprived of what God has forbidden?” And in tasting the forbidden fruit, they tasted the pride of 

independence and rebellion against God. For the first time, they experienced the alienation, fear, and 

anxiety of not trusting God’s holy word. The fruit of denying God’s perfect goodness left them with the 

unending aftertaste of evil, plunging the human race into sin and the resulting downward spiral of guilt, 

condemnation, shame, and death—separation from the God of life. So were the days of Adam. 

In the days of Noah “the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and…every intent of the thoughts 

of man’s heart was only evil continually” (Gen 6:5). But God saved a remnant through the ark. 

In the days of the Patriarchs sin reigned, yet God made a promise to Abraham that He would make a 

people for Himself that would become a blessing for the whole earth (Gen 12)  

In the days of Moses, God’s people were stiff-necked and rebellious, refusing to trust the Lord. Yet 

they learned that God’s deliverance would come through sacrifice; the innocent death of a lamb. 

In the days of the Judges, every man did what was right in his own eyes (Judges 17:6; 21:25). Only 

God could raise up a deliverer. 

In the days of the kings and the prophets, some by faith did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 

while many did evil in the eyes of the Lord, calling evil good and calling good evil (Isa 5:20). 

By the days of the apostles, the truth was evident: “all are under sin, as it is written, there is none 

righteous, not even one…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom 3:9-10,23) 

How might a holy God remain pure and holy, bringing judgment against evil and sinners and yet in His 

mercy and love, save those made for His glory? 

The only way was for God to do what only God could do: “the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us…” (John 1:14). The eternal, infinite Son of God took on human flesh. God became a man. And 

living a fully human life, He was tempted in every manner in which we have sinned, yet kept His heart 

and life free from any sin in thought, attitude, and action. He lived as one of us that He might die for 

us.  

Jesus came to live a perfectly righteous, God-glorifying life, that could be offered as an acceptable 

sacrifice, making our sin-payment of death, so that those who trust in Him would be forgiven of their 

sins and credited with His perfect righteousness before God.  

Through the suffering and sacrifice of His perfect obedience and love for the Father, we would be 

offered a perfect and eternal salvation.  
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Redemption 

Only God in Christ, could live a human life of perfect righteousness. And every moment of that 

life, Jesus lived to give glory to God and to give grace to men. It was His perfect record of 

sinless obedience before God that made His death so significant. “He was obedient to the point 

of death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8). There on the cross Jesus suffered the full weight of 

the Father’s condemnation and judgment against our sin. 

And for the first time, God looked upon a sacrifice that was perfectly holy and infinitely worthy 

of His mercy and His justice. The cross represents what only God could do; Only God could 

redeem sinners; Only God could overcome death by death; Only God could bring to life those 

who were dead in their transgressions and sins. As Scripture declares:  

“You were dead in your trespasses and sins, 

 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 

 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and 

of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved), 

 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 

 7 in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

 9 not as a result of works, that no one should boast” (Eph 2:1-9) 

 

This is why the apostle said, “may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world”—the 

world and all its condemnation is dead to me.  

 

And oh, how we should boast in the cross of Christ, the cross of love! 

 

 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down His life for His friends” (John 15:13). 

“For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would 

dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom 5:7-8). “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us.” 

(Eph 1:7). 

 

Only God could make Christ, who knew never sinned, to be the offering of sin on our behalf, 

that we might become the righteousness of God in Christ (2 Cor 5:21). Thank you, Jesus! 

 

Jesus, Thank YouJesus, Thank YouJesus, Thank YouJesus, Thank You    



Resurrection 

Having been flogged, beaten, mocked, and then crucified on Golgotha’s hill, Jesus’ tortured and battered body 

was laid in a cold tomb—lifeless… 

…Until the third where in the dark silence of a borrowed grave, God alone did what only God can do—He 

raised His Son to life in triumphant victory over sin, death, and hell! 

"O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 

the law;but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! (I Cor 15:55-57). 

 

MMMMedleyedleyedleyedley    (Christ the Lord is Risen Today/Crown Him with Many Crowns) 

Because Christ was raised… 

Acts 2:24 He’s put an end to the agony of death 

Acts 2:32 We can believe in Jesus with all confidence 

Rom 4:25 We are justified in God’s sight through faith 

Rom 6:4 We can walk in newness of life 

Rom 6:9 sin no longer has mastery over us—we are in Christ 

Rom 7:4 we can have fruitful lives before God 

Rom 8:31 God is for us 

Rom 8:34 we have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous One, who ever lives to intercede for us. (1 John 

2:1; Heb 7:25) 

Rom 10:9 we who believe shall be saved 

I Cor 15:17 our faith has proven worth and we are freed from our sins 

I Cor 15:43 we will be raised in glory and power… 

I Cor 15:54 death has been swallowed up in victory 

I Cor 15:52 we will be raised imperishable…changed… 

Eph 1:20-23 We have the supremely victorious One as our head 

Col 3:12-15 He has disarmed the satanic rulers and triumphed over them securing their ultimate defeat 

Eph 2:6; Col 1:3 we are seated with Christ in the heavenlies…for our citizenship is in heaven, from which we 

eagerly await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his 

control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. (Phil 3:20) 
 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, [piano] and 

everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this? (John 11:25-26) 
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Glorification 

This morning we have celebrated the greatest of what only God could do—the Creator taking on human flesh, 

dying to clear our record, and rising to give us new life (Rom 4:25). But God has not finished His work; we are 

yet to see how God will make all things new.  

In the final book of Revelation we are told of the coming days, days of great tribulation, giving men and women 

a final opportunity to repent. Then, as only God can, He will banish Satan, death, and Hades into the eternal 



lake of fire. And every person, great and small, will stand before the Great White Throne of judgment. Those 

who have refused to believe in Christ and treasure His grace will be judged on the basis of their own lives. And 

insisting to cling to their sins, they will go where sin and evil are banished—to the lake of fire.  

But those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and count His grace more precious than life itself, because they 

are one with Christ by faith, will be judged on the basis of Christ’s perfect, righteous life and clinging to Jesus, 

they will be transported to the new heavens and the new earth. And there we will see Jesus; and seeing Him we 

will be like Him; new heavenly bodies, souls never to know sin or evil again. In His presence will be fullness of 

joy; from His hand, pleasures forevermore (Ps 16:11). And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 

there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain (Rev 21:4). There will no need for the sun or the moon 

to shine on that city, for the glory of God will be its light and the Lamb will be its Lamp. And it will be very 

good! 

So the Bible tells the whole over-arching story of life, from creation to re-creation: We were made for God, to 

be joyfully satisfied in Him. But having rebelled against Him we lived for ourselves rather than God. And so 

God, in His great love and mercy, made a way for us to be reconciled to Him and have His purposes restored in 

our lives. That’s what this weekend is about. The Gospel is the central story in the big story of the Bible. 

Through the cross, Jesus did everything necessary of us to be forgiven of our rebellious sin, saved from the 

wrath of God, and restored to true joy in God.  

[Instrumental music] 

Perhaps God has already been at work in your life but you have not yet responded to His invitation of grace. 

You just go on living as though God is not the most important reality in your life. But at this very moment you 

may be at a crossroad in your life. Either you will cling to your sin or you will cling to Jesus. 

� If you cling to your sin and only live for yourself, that road can lead to just one place: judgment and 

separation from God because He is holy and He is too good to leave your sin unpunished.  

� But if you turn from your sin to cling to Jesus and live for God’s pleasure in your life, that road will lead 

to authentic joy and the hope of heaven. The future reward of heaven is for those who count Jesus as 

their reward now.  

Which road will you take? Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 

through me.” (John 14:6). 

In the quietness of your heart, I encourage you to have an honest conversation with God and simply confess two 

things to Him: 

� Confess that you have sinned against Him. 

� Confess your trust in Jesus; that you are willing to receive the payment of His death in your place. The 

Bible says that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Rom 10:1-10). And your journey of new life with God begins. 

[Prayer] 

I Christ AloneI Christ AloneI Christ AloneI Christ Alone    

    


